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From the Graduate Program and Policy Committee, Department of English
(contact: Clare Simmons, simmons. %@ osu.edu)

Course Revision Proposal: English 903, Teaching College English

Summary: To change the credit hours for English 903 to 3 and 2, to be taken over
Iwo quarters

Backeround:

The Graduate Handbook lists English 903 as “a teaching internship with a faculty
member, which students must complete before they can be assigned to teach any of the
200-level literature. language, or folklore courses, ....English 903 carries § eredit hours,
which count as part of PhID. course work.™ Most students feel that taking 903 is a
vitluable experience: for the majority, it is useful preparation for teaching and for many. it
also serves as a literature review for Candidacy Exams. We are. however, currently
experiencing some difficulties with 903, First, students are having difficulty finding 200-
level courses taught by faculty for completing 903. a situation that is unlikely to improye
as laeulty move to a four-course load, Secondly, some students are registering for just
903 and one other course or 5 reading hours, which was not the original intent of the
course.  This allects students” progress towards Candidacy and also enrollments in 800-
level classes. We do not believe that the amount of work required for English 903 is or
should be comparable to that required in an 800-level seminar—although we have also
heard reports that occasionally, students taking 903 are becoming in effect assistants for
the course. Finally, we wonder what happens to mentoring after the quarter is over: in
many cases, all mentoring is left on the shoulders of the course directors.

The requested revision:

1) The catalogue deseription and goals of English 903 would not change, but we
propuose that students should complete 902 over two quarters. For the
observation, they would enroll for three credit hours, with the clear understanding
that thewr role is to observe the class and teach no more than two classes, and that
they are not graders, teaching assistants, ¢te. When they are assigned their own
200-level class, they will enroll for two hours of 903 and consult with a faculty
mentor (ideally the person whose class they observed, but possibly the course
director or their advisor) on the preparation of the syllabus and other issues
relating 1o the class. The faculty mentor will observe the class at least once and
write a report {or the Course Director.

7). We will continue w encourage students where possible to camplete 903 in the
class that they likely to teach (for example. 201, 290, etc). But we will also stress
that 903 can be completed in a relevant upper-level class (for example, 513 for
201, 551 for 290, etc. ).

3} At the moment. the number of 903 students per class is fixed at a maximum of 2.
We believe that this number should be flexible. For example. il the faculty
member is teaching a small Honors section. one 903 student may be enough. Ina



larger lecture~discussion class, an experienced instructor may feel that three 903
students will not substuntially change the classroom dynamics. Because the
laculty member is the instructor of record. 903 students should teach no more than
25% of class sessions.

4} The total of 5 eredit hours for English 903 would continue to be part of the
required 45 hours coursework for doctoral students, but GTAs, who need 1o 1ake 9
credit hours a quarter, would take it as an additional course rither than a substitute
fora 5 credit-hour course.

Following are (1) the current Handbook deseription of English 903 and (2) the proposed
revision.

English 903: Teaching College English

CURRENT DESCRIPTION
From the English Deparument Graduate Handbook

This i 4 teaching i“T'?l'Hﬁhijl with a facully member. which students must complete Lefore
Hhes cnn e assigned to teach any of thie 200-level literature, language. or [ulklore courses.
Englisl BRLOZ, 88103, and 880104 may he substituted for 903 by students whose teaching
et s anehide basic seriting, ESL. and/or business and professional writing. However. 903
will bea provequasste for teaching the relevant 200-level courses (just as the B8] series is now i
preveqiisite for teachiong the specialized writing courses).

Etiglish Y04 carvies 5 credit hours, whioh count as part of PhD. course work. The course oy
L wopeated. but anly five hours may be applied to the degree, Lo order 1o eonrdinatis thivir
Leaeliiege intefests with seheduled courses, students plannig 903 should also consult 1he
undergradugate course offevings and faenlty teaching them, available from the Undergradoate
Atudhies CHfice, Denney 451,

Fanglisle 903 pros wles an apprentioe eaperience for Ph.D, studemts, Each student will work
closely with g faculty member on the design and exeention of & particular course. {Faculty
members m e fiest vear will L exempt from taking ou apprentices.) Facolty and students
will ave considerable Qexibility in canstrueting the dity-to-day details of the apprenticeship.
Bt a s piead pattern wounld look soet hing like this:

Lo =tudent and prolessor agree to do 903 in an upreoning quarter {daually 1wo gquiarters
Wy e,
20 When the bk oeder Torms are distributed, the preaflessor and atadent et 1o disenss

whiaoh books they will vse and why.

Ao A zome plint beefore e course spits, Che profdessar anud atadent et Lo diseoss e
conrse svllialwis, They eonsider sueh matters as the objectives of the course and how best
Liv dlesien the sohedule of readings. the students’ wiiting asalgmments, and the elassroom
atmasp here so that those objeelives can be met.

1o Belivre caoli class, the professor and stodent meet Lo talk about the session's goals and the
prdagogical means they will use to meet them, 1o addition, they consider how the ol

(8]



of the upeoming session [t i with the overall oonls ol the rourse. {For all eliss sessiony
Bt the Fiest, this meeting wight ogear an hour or so hefore walking into the sesston,)

Belvre eueh wring assignment (including exams). professor and stadent discuss wlia
they want to achieve and how they might design the assignment to reach (hose poals.

i The professor muost take responsibility for all grades assigned v the course. bt the
aludent may assist o grading by reading, commenting, and assigning prossthle srades Lo u
subet of 1he prapers or exams. Smee The stodenl is an apprintice and not a TA, however,
the pomr of this work is not (o lighten the facully member's load but eather (o provide
tlie ovcagion Tor diseassion of coiteria for diflereot grades, how to address students 1n
cotmentars . sand socon. Tooall eases, the professor must read the papers macked by il
apprentivs and assign the final grades.

The stwlent takes primary responsibility for some teaching, in the range of two to lour

Lz ol instruction over the course of the fuarter.

A Aller the course is over, the professor and student read the student evaluations and
dhiscoss them as well ag their own nssessments of whit worked and what dido’t

O The conrsiein geraded S/U i the Faeulty member writes a geaduate repart. (The fueults
meiler shinalil also be prepared o write a letter of recommendation for the stnduin’s
s}

e Tl sticdent weites o report on the apprenlice expericnee, reflecting an hiow her or Lis
Hhinking about pedagogy has been mflueneed v 903,

o genoruls che idew ol the internship s Lo give the student the appoertunity 1o work closely
withe o Dneuley apemlier on vy I||i11g from the t||.'r:-}gu of o course Lo ils ity -tasday operntions,
Feonn it goals el [Prposis 10 iLs g‘rnrﬁng and evaluntion.

Students may work with a prolessor in any undergraduare course.  No more than two
studdents tay signoup for 903 with the same professor and the same course in any one guarier,
Studeats must take 903 belore they ave assigned their own sections of 200-level courses, b
Uhes need 1o take 903 only onee as a rensral preparation for that teaching. o ather words,
studdents do not Tave to tuke a new 903 for every new 200-level course they teach.

OF course. stadents will generally gravitate toward courses in their aveas and in the areas
wheve they woulll most like 1o 1each, Relow are the usual links between 903 experiences amid
Hae ssstgnment of andergraduate coneses, but gradnate stidents shonld hoave considerable
loewany o chowsang theie apprenticeships and those assigning praduate students o 2001l
vatirses shiald Trav e some Rexibility i making those assigiments,

Forexarmple. 520 will eonnt Tor 220 pnd 200 560 for 260: 361 for 261: 562 for 262: 550 anild 551
fooe 290 352 and 5533 for 201: 515, 5200 521, 522, 541, and 535 for 201: 510, 541, 542, 543
A8 Lor 202 5771 Foe 271: 377 Tor 270 578 for 263,

Euglish %03: Teaching College English
PROTOSED KEYISION

This 15 a teaching mternship with a faculty member, of which students musi complete the
hest three liours before they ean be assigned Lo teacl any of the 200-level literat ure, language,

ar fulklove courses.  English 881,02, 881,03, and #81.04 may be substituted for 903 by

)



stident s whose teachiog interests inelude hasiy writing, F2L, and/or business and professional

W r'IrI11g.

Faghish 903 provides an apprenticr experience for PhiD, students, English 903 carries 5 avedit
honrs, enmpleted as three hours of teaching observation and two of mentoring when the
stdent teaches the course, which sount as part of PhoD. vourse work. The course may he
ropeated, but only five hones iy be applied to the degree.  In order to coordinate their
teahing interests with sehedoled courses. students planning to complete 903 should ulso
vonsull the undergraduate course offerings and fueulty teaching them, available an the

Dt e $\'|1|J-|r411:;u.
First part (3 erelits)

Fieh stwdent will work closely with o [aeulty member an the design amd exeontion of
pacticulur eourse. (Faculty members i thew (st year will be exempt from taking on
apprentices.) Faculty and studens will iave eonsideralile Hexcibility in constructing the day-
toeelay detwls of the apprenticeship, but a tvpical pattemn for the first part ol 903 would look
sinnething like this:

I Stadent and professor agees 1o do 903 in an upeoming quarter (usually two quarters i
wilvanee).

L=

When the book arder forms are distributed, the professor and student mvet 1o discuss

whieh hooks they will use and why.

A Ar same pot before the course starts, the professor amd student meet 1o diseuss the
course syllabus, “They consider such matters as the objectives of the course amd low best
tdesign the sehedule of readings. the students” wiiting assignments, and the classioom
atinospliere so ot thoss abjectives can be met,

Lo Befure cliss, the professor amd student meet 1o talk abont the session’s waids a1 hio
pithagmionl micsns they will nse to meet then Lo addition, they vonsuder how the sl
al the wpeomang session fir i with thie averall godls of the courss,

S Bolore vach wenting assigninent (ineluding exams), professor and student discuss what
they wint to achicve and how they might design the sssignment to reach those gials.

fr. T'he professor mnst take responsibility for all grades assigned in the course, bat the

stuiden ny eleet to rend, comment on, ussign I}Lb}_-ﬁi_h!u grades 1o a subset of 1he

pratpers b esiins Sidee the stodent 15 an apprentics and oot a TA. however. the poant ol

thi= work is nor to lighten the faculty members load but rather 1o provide the ordasion

[or disoussion of eritena for different grades, how to address gtadents in comentary, al

st on I all vases. the professor must reud all prapets submitted for the class and assign

Ll [aal geadiss,

Fhie stadent vakes primury responsibility for seme teaching, i the range ol Lwo to four

hours ol msteoetion over the conrse of The uenrber.

o Mer the conese s over, the professor and student read the student evaluations anid
dlisenss them as well as their own assessments of what worked and what didn’t.

Yoo The vonese s gwraded S0 and e facnlty member writes a gradugte report. (The Faculty
wemiber shonlil also be prepared to weite a letier of vecommendation for {he stabont's
issiieg,

[ Pl coudent writes a report on the apprentice experionee, reflectiog on how bier or his
tlikang alont pedagosy has been influenced b 9ibs.



B generale the ddea of the mternship is to give the stodent the apportunity o work elosely
with a Gaewlty member on evervthing from the design of a course to its day-to-day aperations.
Feon its gouls and purposes 1o its grading and evaluation.

Stodents mayv work with a professor in any undergraduate conrse: if 1l professor is not par
of Vhe graduate Taculty and s willing to b observed, the student van register with fle
Divaetor of Craduwane Stadivs and 1he classeoom instrustor will report the gradear the end of
the st puarters Normally, no morve than twe stadents shonld stgn up Tor 900 with the saome
pren lessore el U he i eonse 0y ons quarter, although vare exceptiones cian beanade il the
lass s eloke to full envollment (45). GTAs may not receive eredit for 903 and a Teavhing
Asnistont stipewd for the same course. Students must take the firs purt of 903 before they
are asspened there own seettons of relevant eoieses, but they need to take 903 citly prer as g
gencral preparation for that teaching, In other words, students do not have to take o new 903

Fioe every e conrse they teach,

OF eonreses stndenmes will generallv gravitute toward courses in tleir areas and in Lhe sireas
whore they would most like to teach, Relow are the vsual links between 903 experienees and
Hie dssignment of undergraduate courses, hot graduate students shauld have consilerable
leeway e choosing 1heir apprenticeships and those assigning graduare studeniz to 200-les ¢l
courses shonld Tuve some Aexibility in making those assignments,

Foresanmplic S200will count for 220 and 201: 560 for 260: 561 Tor 261: 562 for 262 550 anid 5531
for 290: 552 wnd 353 for 2912 515, 520, 521. 522, 531. and 535 for 200: 540, 541, 512, 313,
SHE for 2022 571 for 2715 577 for 270; 578 for 263, Students specializing i Rhetore and
Composivion may be able to fullill the vequirement through observing and reachiog
ettt adn A= Loyl olasses,

Second Part (2 eredits)

When the GTA is assigned either the course observed in the [irst part of 903 or a related
course. s’he must register for two hours of eredit with a faculty mentor willing 1o advise
on the preparation of the syllabus, grading standards. classroom methods, and other
Issucs relating to the class. The GTA and faculty mentor should meet several times over
the quarter to discuss course progress. The mentor will ideally be the instrucior observed
it the first part of 903, but could also be the student’s advisor, the Course Director, or a
laculty member who has taught the assigned course. ‘The faculty mentor will observe the
class at least onee and write a report for the Course Direetor,

Ly



